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Go on the top of the Castle .
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We are all characters coming from different times Today we will take wou 1o vist the Castle of santa Barbara
T‘hmua}h the wars, reforms and legends, you will be able to imagne how life in the fortress was. The first
constiuctions are over a thousand years old! Nou wil discover that parts of the Castle have been destroyed and
rebult several times.

if you look at the landscape from the highest part of the forfress, uou can see that it does not seem so eas
to attack: Mount Benacantl, on top of which the Castle stands, is of very difficult access even if it doesn't seem
50 hl%"\. Besides, from the top, the Lords could watch the whole horizon, mcludm% the sea!

First we wil take you to the times of the Muslim domination, You wil then learn about the Christian re—congue st
and the taking of the Castle by Jaime Il of Aragon. We wil also travel between the Ioth and the 1Fth centuries to
discover Felipe II's reign, and the Mine explosion in the Castle during, the War of the spanish succession,

To help you, you have a map of the Castle at the be nning of this qude and a chkonolo%(cal_ chart. The. most
important points are indicated by the coloured dots on the map. Since. the ‘Castle is b(%, you do not have to follow
the chronclogy.

Enjoy the v(s‘rfB in our company, and have a good trip! :



CHronNoLogy CASTIE

Principle of the

rehabilitation of
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MUSLIM DOMINATION KINGDOM FELIPE II CIVIL WAR
713 - 1248 1527 - 1598 1936 - 1939

France

WAR OF SUCCESSION
1701 - 1714

Mediterranean Sea Map « Alieante has sea
~3% borders with several European countries,
tA% but al=o with North African countries.

Macho of the Castle

Ruins of Santa Barbara's
chapel.

colds Peris's Monument.
Bakery's ruins.

Philip IT of Spain's salon.
Cistern.

Countermine.

Queen's bastion.
.| risonners' grafiiti.

||| Toilets

mportant parts of the Castle.

You can see the strategic situation o\(‘
the Castle. tt dominates the sea, which
‘Facllffafed watching over the ocean in war
time, but also the commereial exchah%f,s
with all those countries.



Hello'
M% name s Dall and | am m%
to tell you what happened 1o the
Castle durm% the Muslim rule

Spain is a country that lived under Muslim domination for a
lon% time. [n the gear F13, Alicante was taken b% Muslim
froops. : :

With these new rulers, the name 0{3 the eity changed:
bef\om called LUCENTUM by the Romans, the ety il
be called FAGANT from this moment. It was a century later
when the {’\(K‘SJ( {'\omess appeared. There are no traces le{»\f
, but it can be placed on the hi%hesf
point O\O Toda% le called < Macho o\o the Castle

The \DOthh o\o December 194%, Barbara’s =aint day in ‘ :
Spain, Christian armies led by Alfonso of Castlle, future Runs of Santa Barbara's chapel

king Alfonso X el Sabio, recaptured the castle and managed  [NTERNENN R D g
(0 regain the. control of ia%aﬂt That is wh% the Castle tdok . ->
the name 0{3 Santa. Barbara!

of that bur‘ldm% Todaé

s Cas

saint.




EPAIN - THE THREE [ QUHJURE 3.

Spain is a_country where people from three different Y@ll%;%ﬂé lved In spite. of the wars between those peoples,

each one of them brought wealth 1o the. Spanish culture.

e Jews arved in Spain before the Muslm conque st

In Alicante , they, earned their l:vm% from frading, especially sea frading. As you dready know, the Muslim domination
started in the Sth century and lasted until the Christian troops re=conquered the castle four centuries later

Here are the most well-known symbols of these three relgons. To felp you, yau can

»*

THE CRESCENT AND THE sTAR
These two symbols are the most common
representation of lslam, the Vell%jOﬂ of
the Muslims.

The crescent can stand \[\OV the Ramadan,
a Muslm tradition. The five branch star
is \COV the {\lve, pillars O\O [slam: that is
the 9\/& most important value s For peOple
: \ practising this r&lwglor\ During the
!\ _/‘ Muslm tule, the Castle of Santa
Ly .
2 Barbara was an Alcazabar, an arab
{—\oﬁkess

f)ﬁd 1he mean/‘n? the fe//%m 71'/55 them.

THE sTAR OF DAVID

The six branch star is the most \Damous
5%mbo| o\o Judaism, the kelr%ron O\C Jewish
people. It represents King David in
particular, founder of Israel, the Jewish
km%domv It was him who made Jerusalem
a capital.

The star is also the sumbol of the
Me ssiah. [n the  Judeo—Christian Vell%JOﬂ/
the Messiah is the person who will brin
the. %pod word and happiness to people b%
kesTorm% aushce

THE HOLN CROSS

This Cross is the symbol o{\ Chktshanrt%
For the Christians, this Cross stands For
Jesus Christ's death, cmm\%d. In the
Bible , the hol% book of Chwshanr‘r%/ Je.sus
is the Messiah. His death redeems the
sins of all his people. The most obvious
part O\C this Yé’,l(%lof\ in the Castle s Santa
Barbara's chapel



And now,
let's see what you remember!
Jink the sentences to the
related Y&ll%JOﬂ

[The Messioh's name is Jesus

ch;{ David believed in that Y&ll%jOﬂ (]

(
[Ramadan i5 Ohe o\o its traditions
(

This keluyon was the one o\o the Kmadom o{‘ lsrcel | @

[f’r les on five pillars

)
)
)
)
)
)

[The hol% book is the Bible ()




In 1290 King Jdaime [l de Aragon assaulted ':"
the Castle ‘of santa Barbara, occupied -
then by the Castilian Nicolas Peris.
* As he refused o surrender, Nicolas Peris ~=
claimed that in order to take the Castle,
. Jame [l would have 1o come and \0 ht in 5{
o pckson That's how at the end of the °
* battle between the two men, the Castilian =
T was de{\em‘ed He died with the =sword in
‘3 one hand, and the keys of the Castle in ?
.l the other. -
He was holding them so tight that #t
F resulted impossidle o take them away. For
o havm% FOu%HT the Km% his bod% wouldn't
B ~ be buried
W}e say that since that dag, some -
‘ ; N hts of \Cuu moon, Lﬁlou can sill %%eak the
Nicolas Peris at the door O‘F the castle, 3@ ke s clicking when Nicolas Peris's ghost
i haunts the Castle.

“iﬁ@ de,f\eafed b% Jdaime. |l o\(\ /\m%pn




You probably wonder how castles ke Santa Barbara’s
could be bult at a time when there were no cranes
or trucks. Here is a litle drawing that shows how the
workers at that time could deal with heav% loads.

Here is a litle gatme about the
story of Nicolas Peris:

—H

Help Nicolas Peris's ghost
find the key of

Santa Barbara's castle. p

il
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This mechanism is a sort O\(\ ance stor o\o the crane. Since there was
no elecmcrf%, people had to use animal or human 5Wen%‘rh fo carty
stone s ‘FOY example. You can also see that the logs were used 1o ges=h
help the stone blocks roll like a kind o\o conveyor belt.

0




[ am Magdalena,
and | will now tell you how Felipe II;
km% of Spain, changed the castle
in the Itoth century

Felipe Il was the king of the. country during the second half of the. Itoth

century. He kau%hT gpam to be the most powerful eountry of We stern

EU\YOP& a4
This century is the peak of the spanish Kingdom: the ILoth century was (SN

also the one of the Great Discoveries, and the Spanish people were renowned to be

great explorers (the Congquistadors)

[t is in that context that Felipe Il ordered the transformation of the castle into a real militar
\Domre,ss. First, he enlalr%f,d the walls so that in the event of war, the people 0{3 Rlicante could be
protected from the enemy's attacks inside the Castle's walls  That is also why he transformed
the fortress into a 5malF villaﬂg‘, You can observe what used to be the old bakek%: we can still
see the wheels \COV cgyam. 6

As uou may have observed, Alicante's regon is quite dr (about QO days of rain every year). S0
people had 1o stock the water in case of war For that matter, they bult wells lmkedZY fo huge
. cisterns. The bigge st in the castle-ean contain-up to I millon litres of water

g The old Arabic castle was then transformed info a real fortified v:‘lla%g with Felipe Il, capable
AR of protecting the population from wars assadlts.

10



Here is a drawin 5howm% how the ﬂow was made. under the reign O\D Felipe
(I The stone wheels that you can see are the remains O‘F the. castle's

bake .

ﬁ.ﬂ‘ tl 'Taﬁlff\daq

In this dia%mm ) you can see that it is animal strength what is used this time. /\dvancm%,
the cow turns the bw}( stone wheel that crushes the’ grain fo make ﬂow.

11



Now let's see what you remember! Let's fil
the crosswords'

(=
&

Ve

1

HORIZONTAL : 2
= They put bullets in it to aim at enemies ships.
3= The one in the castle can contain I million litres of water!
2= You can take water from it with a rope and a bucket.
4 It was bulf. around the castle for protection.
S- ftems you use to {\r%ht (for example, a sword is a.)

4

VERTICAL 5

I Felipe Il transformed the castle into a..

Q- small town which will be built inside the castle in the Ith century.
3~ Population. They could find shelter in the castle.

4= When two people are \q%hhn% they say they are in..

12



[ am Francois,
[ am a French scldier My ston
is the one of the mine explosion that
took place in the castle in [FO9.
Here is what happened

Between [0 and [F14, several European countries were involved in a

war to know who will succeed the Kin O‘F Spain. /\mor%sf them, Holland
e and the United Fingdom, whose armie’s occupied the Castle of santa
Barbara.

~ The futue Bourbon \«m% Felipe V sent French troops fo Alicante to fake the fortress b
assault. Led by Gereral’D'Asfeld, the soldiers bult a subterranean passage under the wall oé
the castle. Thiz subterranean passage called “‘mine’, was then flled with cannon powder The
English troops found out what was goihg on, and tried to find where the French mine was, dggng
SRS @i countter—mine "
A The,% say that in the night 0{3 the 2rd 0{3 March 1709, the
Jed . genera élaude Frangois 3‘ Asfeld informed the English %gneml
8870 fhat he woud blow up the castle i the En(éJish trdops d
4 surender the battle

id not

As the English found no trace of the mine, The% thought it , =
was a lie mdde up to intimidate them. That is how, on the gfﬁh i

13



in the hands o

Find the cannon bullet in the walls

of Santa Catalina’s tower !

- N

You probably know the most
famous weapon used to shoot at
ships for example, from castles
or other boats: the cannon. But
do you know how it works ?
Here is a dr’agmm to help You

understand.

The explosion was terrible, desﬁo%m% entire pieces o{\ Mount Benacant,
which landed on houses in the ety Lots 0\0 de{\endeks died in this attack,
but the French army dd not manage t0 destroy the whole castle.

Finally, the English soldiers were \Domed to abandon the castle, leavm% i
the. Bourbons, the Freneh ko%al d%nas‘%

Fg. W . (en

The eannon is a weapon composed by a pipe , used 1o shoat balls

made of br% pieces of metal Thanks fo the explosion provoked
by the inflamed qunpowderr, the balls are projected Sometimes,
the. cannon was equipped with wheels, {or easier transportation.

14



Now that's a strange code ' Tru to discover the message
tthat could have prevented the 709 castle’s explosion




The le%;;nd - The face of the Moor

Together we have seen the histor O\C the castle. K
Bt there's still a le%ﬁnd that people tell in 4
| the streets 0{3 Alicante.. f\c you down to the
Postiguet's beach, take a look at the castle.
Can you see that stran \oace ehirhaved in

the rock? The% call # the Face o\c e Moor.
| will tell you what happened.

1\ N Alfdaﬂf&% 5\««611'!\@, a 5Tkaﬂ%;; \Cace seems to have been c}uakdm% the.
cﬁ% \@or centurie s.

[t is =said that more than a thousand years ago, an Arab King who lived
in the castle wanted his daughter 1o get married The princess, Cantara, was the most

, beautiful woman Known in the countiy,
% :f";:{z;
R Two %Ouﬂ% Muslim men, Almanzor and Ali, were despemfel% in love with her.

10



The caliph thought that the two lovers had to earn his daughter's
love. S0, Almanzor went 1o India to bring back the most precious
spices 10 his beloved. Ali decided to write her poems, and declare
his love. '

Da%s and months went by Cantara and Ali, too bu:s% with their
common happiness, ‘FOY%QT that Ali had a mission to accomplish for
them o %;T married.

S0 when the young captain Almanzor came back with a boat- {ull
ot spices, the King had to give him the right to marry Cantara. In
de speration, the young princess threw herself down %kom the top
of mount Benacantil. Ali realized he couldn't lve without her, and =0

he mee,d her in the a\o’reklf\oe,.

It is said that as they were \Qallm%, their bodies changed the. mountain’s proflle making
it look like the melancholic \Oace o\o the Arab lover. , :

This Way the stones o\o the mountain Kept engraved this love story and time (Tsel\o
Wnﬁd them ‘FOV&V&Y, \Dor {\kom Ali and Cantara, the name O\C Alicante was born.

=. %
i
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And to {‘(msh adding an artistic note, here are dots that you can join 10 _{‘orm a
\Cace the story O‘F which you Now know!
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[ am Juan,
[ was born in Alicante in
the 190O's. | will explain 1o
ou the histor O\C the castle
in the QOth century.

The Castle at present times

As  you probably  remember, Felipe
P | Tkahs\oowned the castle info a miltar \Cortkess in the Ioth century.
Well, in 1893 # lost that strategc position After they” dismantled the
arﬁlle,k%, the \DoWe,ss was abandohed. First, the begaars {Domd shelter
within 1ts walls, and then it was used as a prison during the Civil War
and up 1o the post—war period You can see the prisoner's %ya\@\om on the floors. Neu-
can read the date and the name O\D the persons who were imprisoned in the castle.

Fma“% , in the 1900's, the castle was restored
and opened to the public thanks to the Mayor, D.
Agatangelo Soler. Ma%ba ou entered the castle b%
using the. lift. As we explaned at the beginning, Mount £

Benacantil is o\o ver df’\o\[‘(cuﬁ access, s0 the opening p
o\o the elevator in 19002 made the \Domess much more
“dm accessible for visitors! Thanks 1o this system, X
=5 b yOu can climb 143 meters o€ rock in 30 seconds!

20



; ) ; ; Jink the events of the 20th century 1o the right date, and put those
Since the (0O's) the Caéﬂe ) Q{:\\C\IC!all% elements in the chronologieal charts: the date in %el?ow and the event in green
protected  monument,  being an - important *

Mor\umerﬁ O\D Culmml fﬂT&Y&éT (%fC) fﬂ &Q” Elevator's opening ° e %93
ts lafﬁ %l”&a‘t re storation TOOK Pl&(l&, The ?on‘kess is disarmed ° e Q0O I
: (nauaﬁmmn of the last great rehabllitation e © Qo

Jet's see what o remember o\o the A0th cen‘m%‘@ Q 900 Q ;cr:@@)

N
Ursa Major

THE STARS OF ALICANTE

As you may have noticed, the 5\% s very
clear in Alicante .

Iy ou g0 up 1o the castle and with a litfle bit of
training, gou can observe several eonstellations.

e~
.\*_\\.
/ Cepheus ( ;
T : N Here is a map o{‘ the constellations you can
[ o . ) k &
* Cassiopela ¥ : easily see with bare eyes. [t's orientated to
' the north, but gou can turn it round 1o imagine

the shapes represented b% the stars.

-




The Messiah's name 15 Jesus
k’un(} David believed in that religion

Ramadan is one oF its tradtions

<

Help Nicolas Peris's ghost
find the key of

Santa Barbara's castle

This vd\?m was the one of the ‘Awqdom of lsrael
ft les on fie plars
The hely. book i the Bible *——
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~ahd \Dmd out the name o\D the. mountains
you can then complete and color

e \
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